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Nature recovery is the process of assisting the return of a greater diversity of life 
(biodiversity) and focusing on species native to the area and of conservation concern. 
Different nature recovery strategies can be applied from regenerative agriculture and 
sustainable afforestation to targeted habitat restoration and rewilding. In Sussex, the Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy is being developed by the Sussex Local Nature Partnership hosted 
by the East Sussex County Council 
 
 
 
Summary of the Kingston Nature Recovery Opportunities Mapping Report: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sussexlnp.org.uk/


Proposed Principles of nature recovery for Kingston 
 

 
 
 
Within the parish boundary 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Large Landowners 
Most of Kingston parish is farmland, owned by a small number of large landowners.  This 
land is under various agricultural stewardship schemes. Most of the environmental 
management of this land is decided by these stewardship schemes. Therefore, a large 
proportion of the open ground in the parish is or has been covered by Countryside 
Stewardship scheme agreements and is being managed with nature in mind.  
 
 

 
 
Wildlife Sites 
48% of the parish are Natural England Priority Habitats, including over 100 hectares of 
Lowland Calcareous Grassland. The parish has Wildlife Sites which are not protected by law 



Sites which are protected by law. 
 

 
 
Biodiversity Recording 
The Parish is rich in biodiversity though species recording is inconsistent. 
 

 
 
Recreational Green Spaces 
In the village there are 2.5 ha of recreational green space in St Pancras Green, The Village 
Green, St Pancras Green Cemetery, and the Community Wildlife Garden. Roadside verges 



and green spaces bordering footpaths in the village also offer habitat and nature recovery 
opportunities. A small patch of roadside verge along Ashcombe Lane is designated for its 
wildlife interest. While the parish has a wealth of nature, much of this is in the background 
and accessible via paths on steep slopes. Nature recovery in the village could support 
greater human – nature connection. Wilder gardens are another opportunity to increase 
vegetation structure, habitat diversity and connectivity. 
 
 
There are 4 main types of nature recovery: 
Targeted restoration is the process of using human intervention (i.e. nature recovery 
actions) to recreate or accelerate the recovery of a specific community of species. If nature 
is considered to be degraded in a particular place, an assessment is made to determine 
which communities of species could be present and which would be the most valuable to 
restore. For Kingston, the restoration of calcareous grassland is an important goal, but 
restoration of lowland meadows, coastal flood plain grazing marsh, hedges, traditional 
orchards, and broadleaved woodland would be appropriate as well.  
 
Rewilding is a nature recovery strategy that prioritises the restoration of a diverse, resilient, 
and self-sustaining ecosystem without aiming to support specific species or habitats. It is an 
approach that focuses on the restoration of ecological processes (e.g. pollination and 
grazing), allowing nature to take care of itself. Rewilding can be done simply by reducing the 
control people exert over nature in a specific place, e.g. simply stop mowing, planting, 
fertilising, and ploughing a site, this is known as Passive Rewilding. Passive rewilding can be 
applied at any scale, for e.g. allowing scrub to develop in a garden or park which provides 
important shelter and habitat for many species, particularly song birds. 
 
Sustainable afforestation is the creation of woodland that benefits people and nature in the 
long term. In appropriate places, planting diverse communities of native tree species (or 
simply allowing trees to grow where they plant themselves), that are adapted to the current 
and future environment, can provide important important habitat for wildlife and a wide 
variety of benefits to people. 
 
Regenerative agriculture is a diverse concept, but primarily aims to produce food with 
lower costs, or broader net benefits to people and nature. The agricultural land in Kingston 
is primarily used for livestock, which is associated with higher carbon storage on soils 
overlaying chalk. While the livestock produce greenhouse gases, grazing is important for the 
conservation of biodiversity on calcareous grassland, lowland meadows, and flood plain 
marsh, so producing meat and biodiversity conservation goals are aligned 
 
 
 
 
 

https://scholar.colorado.edu/downloads/xk81jm69g

