
 

Appendix10: Planting in Kingston 

Proposals from the Kingston Action Group 

1 Introduction 

1.1 The Parish Council has recently announced that it will give the Kingston Action Group the sum of 

£10,000 over five years provided that the Group produces a satisfactory plan of how that money could 

be spent. This paper is that plan, in outline. It contains detailed proposals for action only in 2022, 

during which we would like to spend c £4200. We envisage preparing subsequent papers in the 

following years each of which would include an evaluation of the success or otherwise of the current 

year and proposals for the next.  

 In the Annex, the creation of the small areas of meadows on The Green is discussed and evaluated and 

future plans for an expansion of meadows are sketched out. 

2 Environmental Policy and Biodiversity in Kingston 

2.1 The KPC’s Environment Policy, agreed in May 2021, committed the Council  to “aim……   
in its own activities and through its influence over others....to make a positive contribution to protecting 
and enhancing the local and global environment by promoting biodiversity…..”.  
 
Among other actions, the Council is committed in pursuit of this Policy to: 
 
• Manage the land we own to minimise environmental pollution and promote biodiversity 
 
2.2 Section 102 of The Environment Act 2021 obliges each local authority in England  first to 
consider what action it can take to  further biodiversity and then to “take such action as it considers 
appropriate” to further the general biodiversity objective set out in the Act. This legislation is now in 
effect.  
 
3 Planting to date 

3.1 Over the last decade or so, the Action Group has planted more than 25,000 bulbs in the village, 

beginning with daffodils and more recently switching to an emphasis on snowdrop and crocus. We have 

also planted several hundred primroses and a fruiting hedge. In the last few months, we have focused 

attention on the Community Wildlife Garden with a new hedgerow, lavenders, fruit trees and shrubs - 

but there is much still to be done there.    

3.2 The vast majority of the crocus bulbs are in the green at Snednore, with much smaller numbers 

elsewhere. The snowdrops are mainly in verges in The Avenue and at the top of The Street. The new 

hedgerow is on the village green and runs parallel with, and above, Ashcombe Lane. There are daffodils 

on the green and in a variety of verges, with a concentration on the small green triangle opposite the 

garden centre.   

3.3 In 2020, we stripped turf from a small section of the village green which was then sown with 

wildflower seed and some perennials including oxeye daisy. Two other sections of the green were left 



uncut until late summer 2021 allowing a variety of plants to develop there including yarrow. This 

development is considered at greater length in the Annex. 

3.4 While the main function of daffodils, arguably, is decorative rather than to support wildlife, the 

others spring-flowering bulbs planted are valuable to bees, as are primroses and all the trees in the new 

hedgerows.  The various trees, shrubs and perennials to be planted in the Community Wildlife Garden 

have been, and will continue to be, selected primarily for the contribution they can make to supporting 

wildlife.  Meadows like the new one established on the green are well-known for their appeal to 

pollinating insects. 

4 Limiting factors 

4.1 We can only plant on land where we have permission to do so. This includes land owned by 

Lewes District Council (the Community Wildlife Garden and Snednore) and Kingston Parish Council (the 

village greens, Bumpy Lane and Fox Twitten).  

4.2 Despite the above, some planting has been carried out in the past either by the Action Group 

itself or private householders, notably on verges owned by ESCC. While to our knowledge at least no 

complaints have ever been made about this, we would nonetheless want to go through official channels 

before embarking on extensive planting on such land using money given us by the KPC. This is likely to 

involve enlisting the support of householders (eg those in the estate) and applying to ESCC for 

cultivation licences, potentially for each street in the estate and perhaps elsewhere also. 

4.3 Many people on the estate would like at least to replace verge trees lost to disease but the 

current policy of ESCC precludes any such planting. It would also be difficult to challenge ESCC over the 

question of turf stripping on street verges, which might not anyway be popular with resident. 

5 Detailed proposals for 2022/2023  

5.1 This is what we would like to do over the next 12 months 

• Beginning in March, plant additional shrubs and perennials in the Community Wildlife Garden, 

to the value of c £1000 

• In the May issue of The Kingston News, explain our planting programme and invite suggestions 

for future years  

• Spring onwards (and depending whether we can acquire another greenhouse!) begin to sow 

seeds; buy plug plants (eg primrose, cowslip) for growing on and planting in the village – say 

£200 

• Summer. Consult residents of the estate with a view to planting as many of the verges in 

Monckton Way, Lockett Way, Cordons and Bramleys with bulbs. Obtain cultivation licences for 

each street from ESCC. 

• September/October. Strip turf from a section of St Pancras Green, opposite the area of 

woodland and sow this with wildflower seed, inserting some perennial plug plants - c £400 (this 

could include paying for the disposal of the unwanted turf although we would hope that 

adjacent landowners might agree to allow us to put it into the adjoining wood).    

• Double the size of the wildflower meadow on the village green, sow seeds, plant perennials - 

£200 

• October - plant c 12,000 more crocus on Snednore at a cost of c £2,400 



• October/November – plant a new hedgerow at the Community Wildlife Garden -£200 – 300  

• Native species hedgerow trees should be planted in between the laurels grown (without 

permission!) on Bumpy Lane 

• February - plant c 10,000 snowdrops along verges in The Avenue and The Street - £1300 

6 Future years 

• Depending on the consultative exercise mentioned above and the securing of cultivation 

licences, plant spring bulbs in the verges on the estate, each October 

• Depending on residents’ views, expand the meadows on the two village greens and plant a small 

number of additional trees there 

• Plant snowdrop or crocus or perhaps both on the eastern perimeter of St Pancras Green and 

along some sections of “Bumpy lane” and “Fox twitten”, where there is room also for some 

small, shade-tolerant shrubs.    

• Continue to expand the planting at the Community Wildlife Garden 

• Explore planting opportunities elsewhere in the village – eg the upper part of Church Lane, the 

road towards Castelmer Fruit Farm 

7 Costs 

Clearly, it is only possible to give Indicative costs but these are the approximate current prices of some 

of the major items mentioned: 

      £ 

1000 snowdrops (in the green)   200 

1000 crocus     130       

Mixed hedgerow whips (50)   100  

Shrubs       10 to 20 each 

Perennials     5-10 each  

The prices of other items – seeds, plug plants etc  - are extremely variable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Annex   

Wildflowers on the village greens 
 

Action to date 
 
In 2020, the KPC gave the Action Group clearance to experiment with a different management regime 
on sections of the village green, the idea being to transform a previously rather sterile piece of grassland 
into something that was not only attractive to human eyes but also to beneficial pollinating insects.  
 
Two sections of the green were marked off. Here, by arrangement with the (very co-operative) 
contractors, the grass was simply allowed to grow throughout the spring and early summer to see what 
flowers emerged from the seed bank. The grass was cut in August 2021 and the cut removed to ensure 
that the fertility of the soil was reduced, low-fertility soil being a better growing medium for 
wildflowers. 
 
In a third section, the turf was stripped and removed and wildflower seeds were sown, together with 
some perennial plug plants including Cowslip, Oxeye Daisy, Field Scabious, and knapweeds –especially 
being noted for the large variety of associated insects. The seed used was a selection of non-grass 
species. Many seeds were of local origin, from "Chalkhill" the garden of Benallan, Ashcombe Lane, 
Kingston and included species like Red Clover, Yellow Rattle, Self-heal, Black Medic, Cowslip, Birdsfoot 
Trefoil and Common Vetch along with several other species that would be suited to the habitat. A path 
ran through this area, the whole area being cut in August and the cuttings removed. Before the cut, 
seeds were collected for future use. 
 
What resulted was a positive riot of colour as the pictures clearly demonstrate. These show, principally, 
the annuals in bloom. Most of the perennials planted will not bloom until this summer so the area 
should look even better in 2022. All of those people who spoke to us about the meadow were positive 
although one or two thought that the additional grass seed may have exacerbated their children’s hay 
fever. The comments we had from the children themselves were extremely appreciative. 
 

Proposed action 
  
Starting in October 2022, we would like to: 
 

• Double the size of the planted area on the green, from (approximately) 150 square yards. 

• In deference to hay fever sufferers, reduce the uncut areas on the green to just one 

• Prepare a new planted area on St Pancras Green of around 200 square yards. This could be 
between the trees outside Nos 5 & 7, or Nos 3 & 5, depending on the views of residents. This 
would amount to less then 5% of the total area and would not, of course, encroach on football 
pitches  
 



Action in subsequent years would depend on the reception to these very limited proposals. If residents 
approved, the planted areas could be expanded. 
  
 

Cost 
 
The cost of these proposals, including hiring a turf cutting machine (for two days @ £45 per day) would 
be approximately £600. 
 
 
 
 


