
 

 

Traffic Calming through Kingston Village – Phase 2 
(Proposed Expression of Interest for SDNPA CIL Funding) 

 
THE ISSUES 
 
Phase 1 Traffic Calming has improved the quality of the environment in the area where it 
has been implemented – in particular the lower car speeds make it feel safer for 
pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
However, outside the traffic calmed area, the C324 (Ashcombe Hollow/Ashcombe 
Lane/Wellgreen Lane) still suffers from: 
 

• Vehicle dominated environment and speeding vehicles 

• Compromised pedestrian and cycle safety 

• Poor link to the bus stops on the A27 

• Division of the village along the C324  

• Erosion of the rural character of the village and its environs. 
 
In summary despite the village’s convenient distance from Lewes and its potentially 
good public transport/cycle links to Brighton, Kingston has not harnessed its 
opportunities. Consequently the village still has a car/vehicle dominated environment at 
the expense of more sustainable modes of travel. This situation impacts adversely upon 
Kingston both socially and environmentally and another phase (Phase 2) of traffic 
calming measures is required.  
 
As a result of a recent meeting between KPC and SDNPA it is proposed that KPC 
should apply for CIL funding from the SDNPA towards initiating Phase 2 of the traffic 
calming scheme and lists those areas/issues identified as being of particular concern to 
the village as a whole. The items are listed geographically beginning at the northern end 
of the C324 at the junction with the A27 at the Ashcombe Roundabout. They are not 
considered to be isolated items, rather collectively they describe the main problem 
areas. Addressing any single item will not in itself ‘cure’ the problem but each item may 
in itself contribute to achieving the desired effect of calming/reducing the speed and 
volume of traffic passing through the village.  
 
 
PROPOSED FIRST STEP TOWARDS FUNDING 
 
At the time of writing KPC has been unsuccessful in its attempt to make contact with the 
Highways Department of ESCC to discuss both the funding and design and construction 
of Phase 2 of the traffic calming scheme. It is understood, however, that KPC may be 
eligible for CIL funding to support Phase 2 from both SDNPA and Lewes District Council 
(LDC). For information it is understood that to date SDNPA has raised £33,000 of CIL 
money from the village.  
 
As a first step towards obtaining CIL funding an online meeting was held on the 19 
August 2021 between Cllrs. Chris Moulder and John Bewick (KPC) and Mr Chris 
Paterson (SDNPA). Unfortunately Mr Alex Pringle (Highways planning officer SDNPA) 
was not able to attend the meeting so the discussions were of a general nature, with CP 
giving his experience in these matters, rather than definitive guidance.  
 



 

 

The items discussed with CP are listed below, together with the questions raised by 
KPC. An important point made by CP early in the meeting was that in order to apply for 
funding it would be useful for KPC to prioritise the areas of concern in order of 
importance. Clearly this is difficult as each item contributes to the whole problem but 
from our discussions of the ‘Particular Areas of Concern’ CP felt the item most likely to 
receive favourable consideration by the members of the SDNPA, and that could 
therefore be considered as our first priority, was Item 5, the junction between Ashcombe 
Hollow and Kingston Ridge/Juggs Way. 
 
CP advised that a request for expressions of interest for consideration in the next round 
of CIL funding that would be provided by the SDNPA would be made in September or 
October of this year. This is much earlier than the date for the LDC invitation date 
(December/January). 
 
He felt that a Village Gateway buildout to facilitate a safer crossing point for walkers, 
cyclists and riders, presented the clearest benefit to both the SDNPA and the village. In 
addition, improving the junction for local traffic using Kingston Ridge and Juggs Way 
may be possible at this location and that such a scheme could be suitable for support 
funding from the national park as an initial part of a Phase 2 traffic calming scheme. He 
did however stress that anything to do with the highways would require the consent and 
cooperation of ESCC Highways Department but financial support from SDNPA was 
likely to be looked upon favourably by the Highways Dept. 
 
It is proposed that, as a means of getting Phase 2 of the Traffic Calming Scheme 
underway as quickly as possible, the council should, upon receipt of the ‘expression of 
interest’ invitation, apply to the SDNPA for CIL funding support for a ‘Village Gateway 
buildout and junction redesign at the junction of Juggs Way/ Kingston Ridge and the 
C324 (Ashcombe Lane/Ashcombe Hollow). In the meantime KPC will continue to try to 
make contact with ESCC Highways in order to discuss and progress the scheme as a 
whole.  
 
 
PARTICULAR AREAS OF CONCERN 
 
The following is a list of those areas/issues that have been identified as being of 
particular concern. As noted above, the items are listed geographically from the northern 
end of the C324 from the junction with the A27 at the Ashcombe Roundabout.  

 
1. The transition from the A27 a major trunk road and through route, to the 
C324, a rural road. Currently this road has a national speed limit (60mph) 
extending from the A27 roundabout to the 30mph restriction at the parish 
boundary on Ashcombe Hollow, just to the north of Kingston Ridge. The road is 
largely rural in character with nothing to warn motorists they are approaching the 
village or to encourage them to modify their driving. How can this be better 
managed to slow traffic and encourage safer driving? 
 
2. Access from Ashcombe Hollow footpath across the C324 to the bus 
stops on the A27. Currently there is no safe crossing point. This deters use of 
public transport. How do we remedy this? 
 



 

 

3. Oversize/overwieght vehicles regularly ignore the access restrictions. This 
occurs in spite of signage on both east and west bound carriageways of the A27 
and on the C7. Can the signage be improved to ensure the restrictions are 
adhered to? Can a physical width restriction be installed? This contributes to 
point 4 below.) 
 
4. Erosion of the sides of the C324 along Ashcombe Hollow (i.e. from the 
railway bridge to the junction with Kingston Tidge) caused by overrunning 
the carriageway on both sides, threatening the stability of the banks and creating 
a potential hazard. It is gradually undermining the rural character of this 
previously narrow lane and is also eroding a natural traffic calming device. Can 
kerbstones be installed to deter further erosion and unintended widening of the 
carriageway? 
 
5. Dangerous junction C324 with Kingstonridge and Juggs Way, a cross 
roads on the brow of a hill with curving roads and poor sightlines, shaded by 
trees. This is a major access to the Southdowns Way and is heavily used both by 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders. It is dangerous for them as there is no safe 
crossing point. It is also dangerous for vehicles as sight lines are poor and traffic 
speeds are high. Can the junction be redesigned to slow traffic and create a safe 
crossing point? Would a village gateway buildout at this point help reduce traffic 
speed and improve safety?   
 
6. The carriageway between Kingstonridge and The Avenue is wide and 
curving, which encourages traffic speeds. The pavement is narrow and feels 
hemmed by a high kerb and the high retaining wall on its eastern side. This 
deters pedestrians using the footway as it feels very intimidating and dangerous. 
This deters walking, which in turn impacts on the use of public transport as this is 
the main route to the bus-stop on the A27 (see point 2, above). Can the footway 
be widened and the road narrowed to single lane? Is this road suitable for 
conventional chicane width restrictions? 
 
7. The junction of Ashcombe Lane with The Avenue. Currently vehicles 
speed down the hill to this junction. With the proposed development at Castelmer 
(12 houses) there will be more traffic feeding into this junction. This is a relatively 
complicated junction with the access to Castelmer offset from the Avenue, 
together with the presence of household driveways. Can the junction be 
redesigned to slow traffic and create a safe crossing point? 
 
8. The junction Wellgreen Lane and the Street. This junction is within 
the existing traffic calming and is in the Kingston conservation area. The 
recent Conservation Area Appraisal (SDNP - out for consultation) identified that 
there is little to indicate that people are entering a conservation area and 
suggested that this junction could be improved to create an entry point to the 
historic village. It is also the crossing point for the village school and the bus 
turning point. Can this junction be redesigned to achieve these ends? Would 



 

 

some form of ‘Public Realm Enhancement’ (e.g. benches, improved 
landscaping/signage) be suitable for this location?  
 
9. Junction C324, Wellgreen Lane with the C7.  This is a busy crossing point 
for both walkers and riders to and from the village to the new footpath/cycleway 
on the eastern side of the C7, as well as to the nearby garden centre. There is no 
safe crossing point on a very busy road. Can an island/junction be installed to 
provide a safe crossing point, as well as a pathway to the garden centre? 
 
 

Councillor John Bewick 
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