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Coronavirus Update 
 
We are till seeing new cases of infection each day. 
The Test Track and Trace is now only Test and Trace as the app promised by government is 
delayed and we are still seeing problems with testing such as when testing is done vital information 
such as the postcode of the person tested is missing! 
 
Financial Impact of Coronavirus 
 
ESCC is experiencing a huge impact on its finances with the gap in its budget estimated to be £23 
million so far and this does not even include the increased costs in Social Care and on Home to 
School Transport which will be much greater than allocated for in the 2019/2020 budget. The 
impact will be felt into 2020/21 and beyond. The councils costs are rocketing, particularly on PPE 
(currently £725 k per month) so the longer this pandemic continues the worse the budget gap will 
be.  
Add to that there is significant funding uncertainty going forward because of the:  

• Impact on our residents and on Council Tax collection rates;  

• Impact of slowdown in house building and the reduction in the Council Tax base on income; 

• Impact on businesses and on Business Rates collection rates;  

• The confirmed delay to the Spending Review, Fair Funding Review and 75% business rates 
retention.  
 
Household Waste Recycling Sites 
 
They have been busy but are settling down now and the opening hours have now been extended a 
little. 
 
Schools  
 
ESCC have been working with schools on the phased reopening. For primary schools this involves 
the return of reception, years 1 and Years 6, alongside the continued provision of teaching for 
vulnerable children and the children of Keyworkers. Schools have been asked to continue to 
provide remote learning for those who are not scheduled to return. Secondary Schools have been 
asked to continue to provide a service to vulnerable pupils and the children of keyworks and 
identify how they can increase contact with Year 10 pupils. Special schools are undertaking 
individual reviews of their pupils to identify how best to plan a return. 
 
Digital Devices for Disadvantaged Children to access Remote Education In April, the 
Department for Education announced a package of support for vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children and young people across England. It will provide digital devices (laptops and tablets) and 
internet access for some disadvantaged children and young people who do not currently. ESCC’s 
allocation of 129 laptops and tablets is insufficient to meet all the demand from our eleven 
secondary and special schools. Additional funding of £65,500 has already been approved and they 
have ordered an additional 200 devices. 
 
Adult Social Care 
Supply of social care provision remains under real pressure in East Sussex and on 
21 May 88 of 313 East Sussex care homes were closed to all admissions. They now have in 
place an integrated health and social care plan, which includes testing all patients before 
admission to a care home. Patients testing positive are supported through a period of isolation at 
either Bexhill Care Centre or in a community health unit before moving, when clear, to a care 
home. 


